Deregulation of cell survival in lymphomagenesis.
Because normal lymphoid tissue homeostasis depends on a balance between cell proliferation and cell death, lymphomas can arise from mutations that interfere with the normal cell death process. We here discuss some circumstances in which lymphoid cell overexpression of a cell death antagonist, the Bcl2 protein, in E mu-bcl2 transgenic mice can contribute to the development of lymphomas and plasmacytomas.